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spread starvation, with, entreaties that Government would
stretch out its arm to save the people. The British Indian
Association, consisting of the principal Zemindars or landlords
of Bengal, signalized itself by its representations, supported as
they were by an array of figures. The Indian correspondents of
the London newspapers, especially of the Times, sent vivid
word-pictures of the coming calamity, and set forth many con-
siderations, the moral of which was that the English Sovereign
and nation should hold the Government of India answerable for
averting, to the utmost of its power, the consequences of the
drought. This view was developed by the leading organs of
opinion in England itself, and so far as the authorities in India
could judge, English opinion was becoming strongly excited. A
public meeting, under the presidency of the Lord Mayor, was
held in London, and a national subscription was raised with an
organization which centred in the Mansion House. Great as
may have been the material help thus afforded, the moral
effect 'was greater still, proving as it did to the Natives the
sympathy of their English fellow-subjects. Similarly public
meetings were held in the Town Hall of Calcutta, and again
the sentiments of the community were stirred. Thus the minds
of all were subjected to a severe strain, and the officers of
Government began to feel that they would be impeached if
any failure were to occur, oi*if life should be lost through any
shortcoming of theirs.

The Lieutenant-Governor, Sir George Campbell, was specially
qualified for giving effect to Lord Northbrook's general instruc-
tions. Campbell had been for more than two years ruling the
provinces under the Government of Bengal with a vigour rarely
surpassed in Anglo-Indian history, acquiring among many
other things an exact knowledge of their resources. Some
time before he was placed by Lord Mayo in charge of the
united provinces of Bengal Behar and Orissa, he had been
deputed by John Lawrence to preside over the commission of
enquiry regarding the famine in Orissa, as 'mentioned iix
chapter XIV. He thus knew more of the realities of famine
than any officer then in India. Orissa, indeed, was on. this